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p erjod f0 " r " Re p ty A ' UNG ° ATE ° ftMS communication Wears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - — 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " m W™ UM 

" fff/rqix^^nMT^ be T ilable , Und f f the pr0ViSi0nS 0f 37 CFR 1 ■ 1 36 < a >' ln no event ' however . may a reply be timely Hied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication y y 

" II no S fnr ^ P ', y SpeCifi6 r a , b °r iS h ? 8 ' han thirty (30) days ' a reply within the statutor y minim "™ °f thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 December 2002 . 
2a)E This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 1 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims ■ • . 

4) |3 Claim(s) 1.2 and 4-18 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) 1 and 5-15 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E Claim(s) 2,4 and 16-18 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) E3 Claim(s) 1 and 5-15 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) E Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)G3AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 9 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D Tne tran slation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

1 5) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . , 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawi g Review (PTO-948) 2 H LT^ f™™?/™^ Pa P er N <*»- ■ 

3) □ information Disclosure Statements, (P^u") Paper No (s ) _ . 6) □ "™ (PTO " 152) 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 23 



Application/Control Number: 09/284,690 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1764 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . This application contains claims 1 and 5-1 5 drawn to an invention nonelected 
without traverse in Paper No. 7. A complete reply to the final rejection must include 
cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1 .144) See 
MPEP§ 821.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 2, 4 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baraldi et al. (4,060,042) in view of Giraud (3,916,806) as presented 
in paragraph 3 of Paper No. 20. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed December 10, 2002 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Baraldi et al. does not teach or suggest a retaining 
threshold because Baraldi discloses the desire to hasten the progress of waste material 
through the apparatus including transporting blades. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant has defined a "retaining 
threshold" as a structural element resulting from a difference in diameter between large 
and small sections of a rotating shell. Baraldi et al. discloses such a structural element 
(6). Despite Baraldi's desire to hasten progress of waste and the provision of 
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transporting blades, the structural element (6) itself reads on the "retaining threshold" as 
defined and as claimed and continues to read on the apparatus. In addition, despite the 
transporting blades, the structural formation of element (6) would inherently impede in 
some form on the movement of the waste through the rotating cell due to it's shape and 
position in the cell. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexa A. Doroshenk whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0074. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 9:00 AM 
- 7:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on 703-308-6824. The fax phone 



Application/Control Number: 09/284,690 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1764 

numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703- 
872-9310 for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 

D.JOHNSON 

o PRIMARY EXAMINER 

^ D GROUP 1100 

March 31, 2003 



